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Maugham, W. Somerset CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY Doubleday, Doran 


This is a surprising book from Mr. Maugham. On the assumption that any 

Maugnam title is good for substantial sales, we have listed it under this classifica- 
tion. But as a novel, it doesn't measure up to Maugnam's usual standard. It is, in 
the final analysis, a story of how Charley grew up, of how a Christmas holiday spent 
in Paris showed him that the irreproachable middle class culture of his esteemed par- 
ents was not characteristic of the world at large. That in his friend Simon, who was 
to have introduced him to the pleasures of Parisian life, he finds fanaticism and a 
lerge chip on the shoulder. That instead of spending a gsy holiday, he goes Russian 
in a big way, and listens interminably to the story of Lydia and Robert Berger, and 
shares his hotel room platonically witn Lydia, to give her a small measure of release 
from atonement for Robert's sins. In spite of this fantastic set-up, Mr. Maugham suc- 
ceeds in making it a thoroughly entertaining and readable, and, surprisingly enough, 


credible tale. $2.50 


TWO HIGH SPOTS OUT OF THE GENERAL RUN 


George R. Stewart has another book, DOCTOR'S ORAL (Random House), well worth a gam— 
ble. And a dark horse possibility is Ethel Vance's ESCAPE (Little, Brown). Also, 
for safe investment, a new D. E. Stevenson, THE GREEN MONEY (Farrar & Rinehart) and 
a Clarence Budington Kelland, ARIZONA (Harper). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Fiction 


August 8 


Shaw, Irwin SAILOR OFF THE BREMEN And Other Stories Random House 


Readers of the New Yorker will find some of these familiar. MTney are in the 
modern tradition, terse, hard, with left-wing implications. Many are brutal; some deal 
with professional sport thugs; a few are out of the proletarian vein, and there are 
two nice small boy tales. The collection is uneven, but most of them, whether you like 


them or not, get under the skin. $2.00 
August 19 
De Forest, J. W. MISS RAVENEL'S CONVERSION Harper 
From Secession to Loyalty 


Sronkly, this strikes me as a stunt pisce of publishing, especially desigmd 
for those who lixé period pieces, and who get pleasure out of oddities. De Forest 
may have been aheac oft nis day, in writing semi-realistic novels two generations ago, 
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but tcday they date sharply. Miss Ravenel may nave been a departure from the two di- 
mensional characters of her period, but she still seems incredible. You may have 
gathered, and rightly, that this is an attempt to revive tne faaed glory of one of our 


almost forgotten American novelists. $2.50 
August 10 

Kelland, Clarence Budington ARIZONA Harper 

* A vigorous tale of Arizona in the Civil War period before the "Apache State" 


became a separate entity and a territory of tne United States. Phoebe Titus, with 

the spirit of 2 Becky Snarp and the aim of an Annie Oakley, wins fame, fortune and her 
mane She is one of a handful of Americans, deserted by government troops, bordered on 
one side by unfriendly Mexicans and on the other by hostile Indians. In the process 
of a mercenary career, Phoebe emerges as a sympathetic character -— a real achievement 
on the part of Kelland. She is the one well-rounded character in the book, for the 
rest are more or less stock figures. Good historical background, a pleasant prescrip- 


tion to be taken before an open fire in early Fall. $2~5.O~ 
August 14 
Lincoln, Joseph C. & Freeman THE OWNLEY Iw Coward, McCann 


This has a bit too much substance for classification as straight mystery, but 
it should get a plus sale on that score. The Lincolns, father and son, collaborate on 
a Down East island story, concerned with the disappearance of 2 collectors' treasure, 

a first edition of the famed New England Primer, murder, assault, robbery, all make 
the usually peaceful island a hunted place, and it takes ingenuity and sticktuitive- 
ness on the part of the inn keeper who tells half the story, and the young library 
curator who shouldered some blame for the loss, to run down slignt clues and discover 
the criminal. Good regional background, with Cape Cod type of characters. Good 
rentals. $2.50 


August 15 
Fearing, Kenneth THE HOSPITAL Random House 


This is, I think, a poet's first novel. He has taken as nis setting a large 
city hospital, with a cast of doctors, nurses, patients, pathologist, and underlings. 
And he assigns to eacn his - or her - fragment of the story, in stream of consciousmss 
manner, with the connection with the hospital the connecting link. The result is a 
cross section of the mechanism of a large hospital, with the tension, the pressure of 
work, the inadequate equipment and the limited staff, and the human element emerging 
from the whole. The writing is sensitive, tne underlying motive of medicine versus 
society sharply delineated. An intelligent book for limited market. $2.00 


September 5 


Clarke, Frances &£. compiled by WILD ANIMALS Macaillen 
Great Wild Animal Stories. of our Day 


These are on a par with the best of Seton-Thompson, Roberts, Kipling. There 
is variety here, there is realism, there is drama, there are articles on conservation, 
there are contemplative tales. There are stories that are great stories in their own 
right, regardless of the special appeal of the animal interest. Few of the stories 
fall into the danger of sentimentality. An excellent collection, which should have 
a plus sale for boys and girls in addition to the adult sale. $2.50 
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September § 


Miller, Patsy Ruth THAT FLANNIGAN GIRL Morrow 


Hollywood again, and closer to the Albert book, Remember Valerie March, tnan 
to some of the more far-fetched Hollywood yarns. This has not the toughness nor the | 
tartness of the Albert book; it is more straight story of career versus romance, and 
is keyed to rentals primarily. Denise Arden is the glamor girl, and her life is told, 
partly through throwbacks alternating with current happenings, in tricky narrative de- 


vice. Not high class, but readable entertainment. $2.50 
Stewart, George R. DOCTOR'S ORAL Random House 
* A far cry from East of the Gtants, that California pioneering novel which 


hit best sellerdom, but inherently a better book, though not so destined for popular 
sales. Stewart (a professor, so he knows whereof he writes) has taken the day in the 
life of a graduate student when he comes up for his "oral" for a PhD. The youth is 
an average, not brilliant, young American; success means marriage to his girl and a 
faculty post. Bit by bit the tension is built up, intensified by the fresh knowledge 
that the girl is pregnant. The exam itself is a showdown when the personalities of 
It is good reading, cleverly manipulated and with some 


the examiners come into play. 
$2.00 


skillful personality portraits. 
September 16 


Vance, Ethel ESCAPE Little, Brown 


* Here's a book that is chockful of faults, that doesn't "stay by" you, but 

that is absorbing reading while in the process of reading. And that after all, is 

the best test - it is interesting. The story revolves around a German-American, for- | 
merly a popular stage favorite on both sides of the Atlantic. Opposition to the Nazi | 
regime and a clever deal in getting around ther, lands her in prison, and a mock trjal 

condemns her to death. An illness postpones her sentence, and gives her son, and an 
old family servant, and the doctor in attendance a chance to plot her escape. The rest 
of the story follows the steps, with well-sustained suspense. A good yarn. $2.50 | 


September 1° 


Stevenson, D. E. THE GREEN MONEY Farrar & Rinenart 


* Light and amusing stuff about a young lad who takes the job of trustee for 

an unknown girl, suddenly orphaned. His ward, Elma, a Victorian maiden, goes modern | 
with a bang, and George has his hands full. In the Angéla Thirkell tradition, delight- 
ful nothingness, an English country piece with diverting gallery of characters. This | 
for those who liked Miss. Buncle's Book and were disappointed in the others. $2.00 | 


SeptembtT—20 (0|\ HE 2o : 


Tucker, Augusta MISS SUSIE SLAGLE'S Harper 








Sentimental period piece of the pre-war years, characters and traditions. 
Johns Hopkins and Baltimore as the setting. The story of a famous boarding house, of 
the owner, Miss Susie Slagle, whose boys never fail, of the ups and downs at medical 
school, of medical history and information, and all in a harold-bell-wrightish atmos- | { 
phere of the good and pure. There are good spots, but the whole is long and dated, 
and will appeal primarily to ultra-conservatives. $2.50 
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September 21 


Franken, Rose CLAUDIA Farrar & Rinehart 


A series of episodes in tne lives of an average and likeable young couple, 
not strictly a novel, but good going of its genre. The dialogue has a nice quality, 
not sophisticated, but modern and jzert. Claudia is no mental giant, but an engaging 
young piece, and David is of the stuff that makes the pants in the family. There is 
enougn of sentiment - of humor - of the ins and outs of marriage. Good rentals. $2.50 


September 22 


Benson, E. Fe TROUBLE FOR LUCIA Doubleday, Doran 


Lucia has her court of worshippers - and there has been too long a gap with- 
out another Lucta, so this will be good news. She continues her absorbing struggle to 
be First Lady of Tilling, in spite of the combined efforts of Elizabeth Mapp , Flint, 
Diva, Susan, Irene and Evie. She becomes Mayor, she inaugurates cycling as a fashion-— 
able sport, she entertains an opera singer, she is constantly on her toes to maintain 
her supremacy. The petty viciousness of the small, intimate group is hidden by an all 
too unruffled social surface, and presented in quietly amusing fashion. $2.50 


von Horvath, Odon A CHILD OF OUR TIME Dial 


The same anonymous approach te existing conditions in a totalitarian state 
as in The Age of the Fish is maintained in this story of a 1914-baby, who has never 
known security, has been aimless, jobless, fertile soil for the ideals propagated by 
the Fatherland. It takes 2 stern lesson to show him the felsity of those teachings, 
and he plumbs the depths by which he and his fellow citizens are being duped, and it 
brings him to despair and suicide. Indictment of regime, losing drama through imper- 
sonality, but underlining horror through detachment of perspective. $2.00 


September 27 


Dunn, Elizabeth THE MOON TO PLAY WITH Morrow 


Light fluff of the nice sort, re crossed wires in a shipboard romance. Nice 
assortment of people, flippant dialogue, a summer special out of season, an easy time- 


passer,Serialized in the Post under title, Twenty First Crossing, West. $2.50 
October 1 
Prokosch, Frederic NIGHT OF THE POOR Harper 


A haunting sort of story - not really 2 novel, but a revealing panoramic stucy 
of America on the road, — hitchhikers, rail riders, tramps, jungle dwellers, young and 
old living by hand-to-mouth methods, always moving along, the great unwanted. The story 
is built around the wanderings of Tom, who had to get from Wisconsin to Texas, and who 
trustingly gave his small wad to Pete, who had good intentions, a slick tongue, an 
appealing personality, and who was so quick with his fist that he killed a man. [In 
his jounneyings Tom met 211 sorts — he had his first adventuring in love - he managed 
to get along, somehow — he made and lost friends - he joined forces with the down-and- 
outers. An episodic pattern, "tramping with tramps -1939 edition." Tom ¢rows up, but 
it was no easy process, and we leave him, turning hopefully towards the last lap of 
his long journey. Prokosch can write. He has set aside for the moment, his intense 
sense cf drama and story, and given rein to his compassion. Not an easy book. $2.50 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


August 1 


Saxby, Charles DEATH CUTS THE FILM Dutton 


Moving picture company going to shoot on location finds deatn on board the 
boat traveling to Mexican waters, and it is up to the detective-story-writer to track 


down the killer, which he does in spite cf personal problems. So-so,..only. £2.00 
August 14 
Coolidge, Dane WALLY LAUGHS — EASY Dutton 


A pretty tired western - and a pacific one, with little gunning or horsing 
around. A poor family gets a plot of land under false pretenses in a ghost town - and 


Wally comes to the rescue. Who laughs last laughs best. Pretty jejune. $2.00 
August 18 
Heberden, M. V. DEATH ON THE DOOR MAT Doubleday, Doran 


Not very orderly sleuthing, but plenty of action, in a triple murder yarn, 
involving a mysterious, exotic actress, Private detective Shannon produces the real 
murderer, in a welter of Soutn American revolutionaries, arms smuggling, et.al. $2.00 


September 4 


Foster, Bennett RIDER OF THE RIFLE ROCK Morrow 


A solid Western, though not bang up. Rehabilitation of Chet Minor, crippl- 
ed from a fall from a horse, and sliding down nill, cventually becomes a power in the 


community and leads the homesteaders to victory over the runchers. $2, 00 
Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE ROLLING BONES Morrow 


Another Perry Mason yarn, in which he is hired to prevent relatives from 
gaining control of the old man's fortune. He links a current murder to a 20-year old 
killing, fights tne D A, etc. Runaway for Mason - runaround for reader. $2.00 


September 7 


Crofts, Freeman Wills * TRAGEDY IN’ THE HOLLOW Dodd, Mead 


A little undernourished, both on the side of brain and brawn, for this cus- 
tomarily slick detective yarner. A big gambling snip venture brings death to the un- 
popular promoter. Inspector French comes through, using phetography as weapon. $2.00 


September 8 
MacDonald, William Colt SIX-SHOOTER SHOWDOWN Doubleday, Doran 
Mystery Western combine, with gold as the sparkler that makes it whirl. Two 


bankers do some fancy manipulating, and jip the rancher with the beautiful daughter. 
Rhodes to the reseue, fixes bankers and gang. Goodish yarn. Lots of bang. £2.00 
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* Wells, Carolyn CRIME TEARS ON Lippincott 


Fleming Stone, confronted by two killings, in a wealthy Long Island family, 
saves the innocent from arrest, forwards a romance, clears a film star, and procures 
a confession. Wells pulls her market, in spite of everything. $2.00 


September 22 


Walling, ReAed. THE CORPSE WITH THE RED-HEADED FRIEND Morrow 


Sturdy English yarn, with Mr. Tolefree's life complicated by a middle-aged 
client of his pegging off. There is a small cast of relatives, business associates 
and a mistress thrown in to make it more involved. The reader is buffeted between 
lies, alibis, an alias here and there and plentiful red herrings. A mental type of 
story, lots of questions and answers, little action - but good of its kind. $2.00 


YON =F br + ON 


SPECIAL NOTE 


wot a MUST BOOK in the lot. But here are some books that snould not be overlooked. 

There's the Benes' book, DEMOCRACY, TODAY AND TOMORROW (Macmillan). There's Canpy's 

definitive biography of THOREAU (Houghton, Mifflin); there's a dark horse in Dr. Bor- 

kenau's revealing THE WEW GERMAN EMPIRE (Viking); and there's grand reading in George 
y ziddle's AMERICAN ARTIST'S STORY (Little, Brown). All gambles, to some extent, but 
e worth it. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
August + 2 2 


Vestal, Stanley THE OLD SANTA FE TRAIL Houghton, Mifflin 


Somehow this doesn't march forward with quite the gusto and pace one is led 

to expect from Stanley Vestal. But, even so, it is a tale of brave men, and some not 

so brave, who nelped break this bloody trail to the SW, before railroads broke through 

in the late '70's. One is shown glimpses of the hardships endured by these intrepid 

folk, the struggles with Indians and witn nature. We see tne founding of villages, 

lone since ¢host towns — and others that have prospered. We meet tne famous Brents, 

gentleman traders and soldiers. We meet gallant Kit Carson, who respected the Indians - 

ana others who berated them. We meet fortune hunters, ana frontiersmen, adventurers 

all. A broad canvas, full of color and drama - at times too uetailea to hola interest. 
$3.50 


August 3 


Puck, Pearl §S. THE CHINESE NOVEL John Day 


The lecture delivered by Pearl Buck on receipt of the Nobel Prize for Liter- 
ature. She chose as ner subject that little appreciatec field of the Chinese novel. 
The attitude of China towards the novel is reflected in the quotation: "Literature 
i | is'art. All art has social significance. This book nas no social significance, 
Therefore it is not literature." ... Wovels in China are written for the il- 
literate masses, to be read aloud. ‘Three great works, by anonymous authors (or by 
groups of writers) reflect the field, and there are others tnat are lesser works. But 
in tnese novels, Mrs. Buck sees the pattern cf tne real life and soul of China. An 
interesting stuay. #1.50 
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August 4 
Beecroft, John, Editor THE MODERN READER Doubleday, Doran 


An excellent collection -— but a misnomer, for the the "modern" note is 
chiefly conspicuous by its absence, and the authors represented stand, for the most 
part, for the conservative tradition. Biography is represented by an extract from 
The Du Maursers; and Madame Curie; History, - The 100 Years; Short Stories, ~ Walpole, 
Ferber, Sinclair, Lewis, Clemence Dane; Crime - The Lizzie Borden Case; Nature - Henry 
Beston and David Grayson; Drama - Noel Coward; Americana — Kenneth Roberts; Poetry - 


Stephen Vincent Benet; a Novel - THE MOON AND SIXPENCE. $3.00 
August 8 
Benes, Eduard DEMOCRACY, TODAY AND TOMORROW Macmillan 


This is an historical survey of the development of democracy, from its 
earliest beginnings, through the effect on democracy of the World War, and the League 
of Nations. Then the intrusion of antidemocratic ideologies, with the keenest anal- 
ysis and definition of the fundamental theses and the fundamental points of diver- 
gence between author tarianism and democracy and German National Socialism and com- 
munism. Not a personal book, nor even a book about Czechoslovakia and the Nazis, 
but a theoretical and historical survey by the man who was leader of the model world 
democracy, and whose name will carry weight wherever democracy is under discussion. 


$3.00 


August 10 
Eden, Anthony FOREIGN AFFAIRS Harcourt, Brace 


Collected speeches of a statesman who has been close to European foreign 
affairs for a matter of some fifteen years. His maiden speech in 1924 through to his 
final speech before the House in 1938 show progressively a keen understanding of the 
peril Europe - and England - was facing, the need for understanding and preparedness. 
Sincerity, idealism and a practical approach are indicated in sane balance, and the 
final record shows the political development in the early stages of the challenge and 
poses the problem of acceptance of some form of authority along lines of international 
order, Eden is not an inspired speaker, but he puts his point over. It is disappoint-— 
ing to find nothing more revealing in regard to his withdrawal, nothing illuminating 
as to his stand on controversial points. The speeches are perhaps too guarded. One 
could wish he might have added something from the period that has elapsed since his 
resignation, other than the disappointing American speech. $3.50 


McNeill, Louise GAULEY MOUNTAIN Harcourt, Brace 


For the most part folk poetry, from the West Virginia mountains. Regional 
poetry with its roots in centuries of family tradition in the district. Suggests 
Jesse Stuart, though less powerful. It has great rhythm and color, almost a ballad 
feel as she etches the life histories of mountain characters. Some of the poems deal | 
witn the section as it is today, with modern inroads. There is a primitive quality - 
there are occasional passages of real beauty. Foreword by Stephen Vincent Benet.$2.00 








Putnam 





Stopes, Marie C. LOVE SONGS FOR YOUNG LOVERS 


The author of Married Leve writes about love in somewhat monotonous vein. 
Each poem is incandescent, radiant, ecstatic - but marred by cliches, by too much 
rhapsody, by elementary qualities. Meters range from sonnet to free verse. $1.50 
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Holton, Virginia THE BEEPS John Day 


An appealing account of the friendship of a sparrow family for a naval 
officer and his wife, of the amazing flights from Kansas City to New York, to Calif- 
ornia, to China, and back again. Observation of the Beeps' habits, conversation, 
enduring loyalty, friendship witn other birds, and the effect they had on the Holton's 
lives. Authenticated by outsiders, this extraordinary story appeared in newspapers - 
and this is an expanded account, an experience that extended from 1934-38. You'll 
like Beep and Mrs. Beep, and Beep, Jr. The cldsters attached themselves to the Com- 
mander, the young bird to Mrs. Holton. A very special sort of book, for those who 
liked Eckstein's Canary - or for the Salten and the Peattie markets. Photographs. 

$2.00 


regast ey St Y 


Austin, Harriet YOUR LOVING DAUGHTER Doubleday, Doran 


Letters from an orphan asylum, written by a ten-year old to her father, and 
smuggled out by the friendly bee-man. Between real letters are those written under 
supervisor's eyes. A naive account of a child's ups and downs of adjusting herself 
to regimented life, with rebellion at rules and regulations, the treatment she and 
her sister and brothers received, her loves and hates, her playing in the band, 
sprucing up for visitors, rejoicing in her father's visits, struggling against her 
faults. Appeal of authentic Daddy-Long-Legs. sort of thing, with something of child- 
hood's calm acceptance of ugliness recalling Hughes' Innocent Voyage. ee oe 


DECORATIVELY SPEAKING q- 4 Doubleday, Deran 


Miller, Gladys 
A tremendous amount of information is compacted into this single volume sur- 
vey of the whole field of period decoration. She starts with the Italian and Spanish 
types; then traces English furnishings and decorations from the 1%th century through 
the Victorian; the American from Colonial through Federal; the successive periods of 
French decorative history; the Moderns. She discusses each period from historical 
and social angles, goes into furniture, wall and floor treatments, color, textiles, 
lighting, costumes, etc. She stresses the influence exerted by time, materials, lo- 
cation, social and religious backgrounds, functional developments. And at the end 
she summarizes fundamentals of good decorating. Excellent for general survey in 
compact form. $4. 00 


August 25 


Borkenau, Dr. F. THE NEW GERMAN EMPIRE Viking 


* This is quite an exciting and frightening book, It requires careful atten- 
tion, for a tremendous amount of information is crammed:into brief space. Dr. Borkenau, 
who speaks with the authority of one who was active in the left wing of Germany's labor 
movement, a research fellow at Frankfurt University, and more recently living in England 
and doing extensive research on political and economic problems, has presented the re- 
sult of his findings in a book which reveals the extent of Germany's aims. Occasionally, 
one feels that he sees all with a jaundiced eye, interpreting the conditions of German 


penetration - economic, political, factual - as signs of definite aggressive aims. He 


shows how she has strengthened her hold on Eastern Europe by her bloodless (?) conquests; 
how she has weakened the tie between Belgium and France; how she keeps Denmark and the 


Netherlands in a state of fear of military conquest; how she has established economic 
Claims in Sweden, Finland, the Balkans; how she uses Italy as a catspaw; how she pene- 
trates with Nazi theory such countries as Switzerland. 
quest and economic slavery in Europe; by disintegration of empire of the great powers; 
by using colonial outposts es a basis of trading what she docsn't want for what she 

does, 


Her aim is world wide, via con- 


A challenge to democracy, which stands in the way of the Fascist world power. 
$2.00 
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August 29 


Catlin, George ANGLO-SAXONY AND ITS TRADITION Macmillan 


Readers of Streit's Union Now will be interested in this further expansion 
of the theory of union from the European angle, with tne issue lying between the "dis-— 
Ccipline of a determined liberty and the discipline of despotism." It covers totali- 
tarian states, and explains their backgrounds and concepts, details the possibilities 
of a new order based on the Anglo-Saxon tradition of respect for necessary values. 
Gives historical material as proof such a confederation would and could work, outlines 
a working model of social, economic, political angles, details the advantages, and 
offers it as a solution for the saving of civilization. Poses questions as to faults 
and pitfalls. Clear but necessitates close reading. Keyed to serious students of 
vital problems and minds inquiring into the future. A better book than its abstract 


title indicates, $3.00 
August 31 

Van de Water, Frederic F. FATHERS ARE FUNNY John Day 

. Here's a book that explodes the sentimental slant on father-son relation- 


ship. An intelligent father of twenty years’ standing gives an account of his 

stewardship. He shows how the years have educated him, reformed and trained him, 

showing him the impossibility of being his son's pal, and acknowledging that his 

child has agea him rather than keeping him young. He reports his battles witn pro- 
gressive education, his theories on the training ne would nave preferred, his thoughts e 
on what ne believes and how he should share those beliefs with his son. He contrasts 

a mother's and a father's relations with a son, and bewails the lack of training for 
parenthood given a male. It's a wise and kindly book, that it might be well for 
adolescents — as well as other fathers - to read. Not aimed at the numorous market, 


despite the title, but a likeable job in explaining the problems of parenthood. 
$2.00 


September 1 
Scheinfeld, Amram YOU AND HEREDITY Stokes 


(Originally reported December 15th, page 583. Postponed as selection of 
Book of Month for September.) An attempt to give the layman an opportunity of look- 
ing in on all phases of heredity - "the genes" to you. He nandles the matter in 
everyday manner, and though at the start it may seem limited in appeal, the interest 
grows as you read. Inheritance - and the reverse; myths of mating; birth; sex deter- 
wination; coloring; bone structure; blood relationship and now it is determined; race; 
ancestry; the interplay of heredity and environment. There is a good deal on the sub— 
ject of psychological characteristics, enlivened by bits on the Dionnes, and so on. 
Popular in presentation, and fully illustrated with charts, graphs, tests and photo- 
eraphs. A note of scientific autnority is given by the contribution of Dr. Morton D. 


$3.00 


Schweitzer. 


September 5 


Ernst, Margaret & Thurber, James IN A WORD Knopf 
Just what is the basis for selection of the words included in this trick 
dictionary it is hard to say. But it can be defined as a streamlined book on words ! 
i 


and their origin and meaning, with a certain glibness, humor, originality - balanced 
by a betrayal of real scholarship now and again. Illustrated in characteristic 
Thurber manner. J have a passion for words - and tnere are many who share it, so 
the book shouldreach that market (of Herbert's What A Word, Mencxen's American Lan- 


$2.50 


guage, etc.) 
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September 5 


Mournian, Prentiss IN THOSE DAYS Macmillan 


Uncle "Hi" Reynolds told the majority of this chronicle of pioneering fron- 
tier days to the author, just before his death at the ripe age of 107. His grand- 
parents harked back to the Revolutionary War, and the Hampshire Grants. He recalls 
their yarns and experiences; he tells of early days of Tories and Injuns, eagles and 
rattlers, witches and devils; the activities of the Green Mountain Boys;the move to New 
York State; a plethora of tall tales of people, and customs of those rugged times. He 
talks of funerals and weddings, of house raisings, of Methodist revivals, and what 
not. Told in the vernacular - with all the flavor that belongs to material of the 
kind. $2.50 


Septenber J pe le 


Lieberman, Elias THE COLLECTIVE LABOR AGREEMENT Harper 
How To Negotiate and Draft the Contract 


The author is a counsel for many influential labor unions, and has made an 
exhaustive study of collective labor agreements in 1431 different trades. He gives in 
this book, the results of his study. First an historical summary, down to the pres- 
ent strengthening of the position of labor unions through government regulations. He 
gives helpful advice on how to negotiate a labor agreement, so as to avoid the pit- 
falls that cause loss to labor and capital. Part II summarizes labor agreements cover- 
ing every possible problem, such as adjustment of disputes, checkoff, hiring and dis- 
charge, stability of employment, - in all over 100 details that must be considered, 
with problem posed and specimen clauses phrased. Valuable for management and legal 
advisors. $3.00 


Plummer, Leigh S. GETTING ALONG WITH LABOR: SepOmber 2o Harper 
Practical Personnel ‘Programs 


Here are the experiences and policies of numerous well-known companies, such 
as Eastman Kodak, American Rolling Mill, Proctor & Gamble and Westinghouse, which have 
successfully avoided labor upsets, and have maintained financial success at the same 
time. Each company has worked out a special plan to fit its particular needs, whether 
it be a guarantee of 52 pay envelopes a year, stock ownership, wage dividends, or what, 
They have worked out a solution with the A F of L or the C I 0, with independent unions 


and no unions. This book should help other industries to do likewise. pie 50 
September t2- 
Holmes, John FAIR WARNING Holt 


Verse intended to be along humorous lines, but they fall far short. There 
is little originality in either context or verse pattern. They lack the sparkle of 
our better versifiers (Parker, Nash, Fishback, Guiterman, McGinley, etc.) Little 
more than jingles on familiar subjects; pedestrian and heavy handed. $2.00 


Undset, Sigrid MEN, WOMEN AND PLACES Knopf 


Collection of miscellaneous essays, for the most part dealing with recondite 
people and places, linked only by their connection with religion, whether pagan, cath- 
olic, medieval, mystical. Except for the discussion of Lawrence, which is provocative 
and stimulating, the people touched upon are for the most part unknown to the average 
American public. Limited to scholarly market - or to those seeking something out of 
the routine vein and written with perception and intelligence. $2.50 
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September 12— Oper # 
Barnouw, Erik HANDBOOK OF RADIO WRITING Little, Brown 


* As good a factual guide as any radio how-to-do book issue. Definite what's 
and what-not's, where to get jobs and what kind of jobs to get, how to prepare scripts, 
the tools in use, music, dialogue, sound serial, non-serial, comedy, variety, special 
occasion writing, illustrations of means whereby results are achieved. Practically a 
Must Book in its field of writing courses, etc. $2.50 


September 14 
Parrish, Maud NINE POUNDS OF LUGGAGE Lippincott 


Unorthodox travel book in an autobiography of female wanderlust. A bad mar- 
riage served as the springboard, and Maud Parrish has covered tne wideworld from the 
1890's on to today. Here, there and everywhere, with or without money, alone or with 
friends of the opposite sex, using married names where necessary, running gambling 
joints, earning her way by entertaining, riding the rails and taking airplanes. A 
study in contrasts, - enthusiastic, detailed, pulling few punches, the story of a 
female adventurer who manages to surmountall obstacles in her way, and succeeding in 
going where she wants. A book for the Juanita Harrison (My Great Wide Beautiful World) 
market. A zestful, lusty book. Illustrated. $3.00 


Hulen, Bertram D. INSIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE Whittlesey 


The correspondent of the New York Times assigned to the Department of State, 
succeeds in presenting the functions, procedure and personalities of that department 
in detail accurate to the point of exceeding dullness. If it be appraisal, then it 
seems a bit fatuous and undiscerning; he stresses the personalities rather than the 
issues; he substitutes hero worship for objectivity; he skirts comment on the inepti- 
tude he recognizes, $3.00 


September 18 


Seabury, David WHY WE LOVE AND HATE Whittlesey 


A misleading title, for this is another sally into the field of self-dis- 
covery, dealing with various aspects of the personality and not just the love-hate 
apparatus, Again the statistician of human personality par excellence supplies tests 
and more tests to determine one's own tendencies, -memory distinctions, sensory endow- 
ments, objectivity or subjectivity, whether introvert or extravert, the role of the 
will and the imagination, the emotions. He uses four emotional components in comb- 
ination the one with the other, in greater or lesser degree, - fear, wonder, sex, and 
rage. His psychological bases are sound - his formulae for self-catechising may be 
dangerous, and are inevitably superficial. But they are popular. $2.50 


September 1 /2) 


Canby, Henry Seidel THOREAU Houghton, Mifflin 


- The Works. of Thoreau were selected and edited by Dr. Canby, and this biog- 
raphy, published as a companion volume to the Works should prove a definitive piece of 
scholarship, the last word in analysis of one of the most interesting figures in 
American letters. Dr. Canby has absorbed all that has been said and written on Thoreau, 
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he has sought the answer to the puzzle of his character in his own writings, he has 
traced his steps, followed obscure trails, talked to old residents, He has succeeded 
in dehunking many of the theories and legends that have concealed the real Thoreau, 
and has recreated a man of flesh and blood, crotchety, difficult, Shrewd, intolerant, 
but with a gift for friendship which sometimes went askew, with capacity for emotional 
experience which was usually frustrated, with ideals in the pursuit of which he would 
brook no interference. He knew what he wanted, and he went after it. This is not a 
book to stand alone. It needs a considerable background of the period, of his con- 
temporaries, of the man himself. Granted that, it is an essential book for students 
of American literature, and a book that will lead others into deeper study of the 
fascinating period for which Thoreau stood. There is to be a substantial amount of 
advertising and promotion; the book is certain to receive lead reviews. There will 
be a limited edition at $10.00. ; Trade - $3.95 


2 So Cofuts auto fo Hho = 
September 22 
Frederics, Diana DIANA: A STRANGE AUTOBIOGRAPHY Dial 


Pretty maudlin and extravagant autobiography of a Lesbian, which alienates 
the reader ty tne lack of that restraint whicn made The Well of Loneliness. a moving 
and genuine book. There are some pretty squishy love passages, with a cheapness of 
interpretation which belies their validity. The story traces the dawning suspicion 
that she is not like other women; she goes into her affair with Carl, a six-months' 
test of the possibility of normal heterosexual relations, and she proves to herself 
that she cannot attain physical satisfaction with a man. Then comes - in full de- 
tail — tHe account of the two big affairs of her life, first with a contemporary, 
then with a younger woman, who turns out to be her life mate. One wonders how this 
book will pass censorship. $3.50 


September 25 
Biddle, George AN AMERICAN ARTIST'S STORY Little, Brown 


* George Biddle has an artist's eye and memory for the things he has exper- 
ienced; a writer's ear for the things he has heard; a dramatist's sense of values - 
and he uses them all to full advantage in this absorbing autobiography. With Thomas 
Benton's An Artist in America, one feels that here are two as brilliant pieces of 
autobiography as one is likely to find - both written by men who have made art a 
life passion. Biddle's was a more rounded life, though he successfully repudiates 
many of the things ne experienced, - particularly nis schooling at Groton ana Harvard, 
Wasted years, he terms them. His was a background rooted in american traditions of 
snobbery, but it seems to have influenced him little. The boyhood memories are enter- 
taining and unusual - and he reveals much in the flashbacks to family experiences and 
contacts. The last third of the book is more — and less - than autobiographical, and 
might well serve as a creed of modern American art. All in all the book is revealing 
and exceptionally good reading. $4.00 


Catlin, George E. G. THE STORY OF THE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHERS Whittlesey 


A swift paced and interesting digest of important philosophies and philos- 
ophers of the world - and a certain amount of stimulating interpretation. Socrates, 
Aristotle, Confucius, Lao Tsin, Pascal, Descartes, Smith, Schopenhauer, Hegel, Kant, 
Marx and other obvious choices of leaders in the field. He summarizes each philos— 
ophy and relates it in terms of economic and social utility at the period of its for- 
mulation, its influence and its contemporary importance. A serious handbook, written 
at a popular level, a really extraordinarily fine piece of work. $5.00 
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September 26 


Commager, H.eS. & Nevins, Allan THE HERITAGE OF AMERICA Little, Brown 


This is a valuable contribution to source material reference shelves, for 
here, within the compass of one volume, Messrs. Commager and Nevins have brought to- 
gether extracts from contemporary writers, from writers who have delved into primary 
sources, from diaries, notebooks, records, etc., material pertinent to all sides of 
American history. Connecting links, contributed by the editors, make this a compre- 
hensive survey, following in the main, chronological lines, but within periods, going 
back, and reaching forward, to finish out a pattern, - as for instance in the sections 
dealing with inventions, with sailing and whaling, with steamboat days, with westward 
expansion, with the rise of the city, with business and labor. Other sections adhere 
more or less closely to the march of events, from the opening up of a new continent 


to the World War and the era of progress. $4.00 
Late September 25 
Butler, Nicholas Murray ACROSS THE BUSY YEARS Scribner 


Autobiography of that venerable - and by many, venerated - educator, but an 
autobiography that succeeds so thoroughly in following a pattern of impersonal ap- 
proach that only once is there mention of wife and family. Actually, this is a polit- 
ical rather than a personal or educational record, a catalogue of the men he has 
worked with and the useful activities in which he has participated. The first part 
of the book deals with his background, inheritance and traditions, his education, 
his return from Europe to Columbia, where he was instrumental in founding Teachers’ 
College, in installing College Entrance Examinations. The last half deals with his 
political career, working behind the scenes, refusing posts for himself. One wishes 
he had shared the richness of his experience and knowledge of men of letters and 
science; that he had given more of himself, for the record he has left is that of a 


stolid, unemotional, detached reactionary. $3.50 
Flexner, James Thomas AMERICA'S OLD MASTERS 7 | - 27 Viking 
* This is a better piece of writing, a better rounded work than his earlier 


Doctors on Horseback. There is singularly little available on the men who built the 
early traditions of American art. Grace Irwin's Trailblazers of: American Art, writ- 
ten for boys and girls, has been used for adults for lack of something more mature. 
Now James Flexner gives us the stories of Benjamin West, Quaker historical painter, 
who conquered two continents and became the friend of kings; who set new standards 
of teaching and criticism and new principles of technique; of John Singleton Copley, 
who put realism into portrait painting; Charles Willson Peale, who was a painter, a 
scientist, an inventor, a business man, an eccentric; of Gilbert Stuart, Tory, who 
is best known for his portraits of Washington! They represented contrasting sides 
of American life, and their stories make good reading. Illustrated with 32 repro- 
ductions of the artists’ works. Good chance for plus sale for schools and colleges. 
Should be popular for club groups and art classes. $3.75 


Kaempffert, Waldemar SCIENCE TODAY AND TOMORROW GW Viking 


Good popular approach and stimulating presentation of concise history of 
the sciences. Possibilities of the future are discussed and the result is absorbing 
for the layman. The Wellsian touch, along with factual findings, stir the imagina- ¢ j 
tion. Astronomy, physics, medicine, aeronautics, chemistry, evolution, the solar 
System, laboratory life, men of science - all in simplified but not primer style. 
There's enough to flatter the ego and arouse the brain activities. $2.50 
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Wells, Enid 


Be Married (Lippincott). 
functional and practical side. 


Non-fiction 


LATE ARRIVALS - BUT DESERVING: NOTICE 


Published 


LIVING FOR TWO: A Guide to Homemaking 
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Kemp 


This seems to me the most complete book on general problems of the young 
bride-housekeeper I have seen, far and away better than Wiley's So You're Going To 


Not much on the personal side, but a great deal on the 
The etiquette and management of engagement and wed-— 


ding, trousseaux for varying budget levels and various climates, what to buy in the 
way of linen, blankets, furniture, china, glassware, silver, with relative merits 


and drawbacks. 


Your home —- apartment or house; 


leases; 


insurance; 


decoration. 


How 


to live in it:- servants, routine, cleaning, marketing, menus, cookery, care of pos- 


sessions. 


Shaw, Lloyd 


dancing is taught. 


COWBOY DANCES 


A collection of 75 square dances, with their roots in our own west. 
cana appeal - for use in schools, dancing academies, adult programs - anywhere folk 


400 pages of charts and lists and tips, from a "scrapbook to end scraps." 


$3.00 


Caxton 


Ameri-_ 


There is something of the background, the setting; there are the 


simple basic steps; there are the individual dance patterns, step by step, with 
directions, calls, and photographs and diagrams. 


Hard, Walter 


villagers, in what the publishers call "irregular free verse." 


July 20 


VERMONT VALLEY 


$3.50 


Harcourt, Brace 


Again as in A Mountain Township there are a hundred pieces about Vermont 


It is really anec- 


dotage in prose rather than poetry, preserving the idiox of the Vermont people, rugged, 


parsimonious, narrow but likeable characters. 
witty drollery, 


Mor€gan, 


chockful cf information. 
many creatures. 


snakes, turtles, birds and mammals. 


Werner, 


Britain, Italy, Poland, Japan and the U. S.). 
forces, organization, training, types of machinery, strategy, war doctrines. 


Ann H. 


in the vernacular. 


Good folk material, but not poetry. 





Jury” 25 


@/17 


FIELD BOOK OF ANIMALS IN WINTER 


Each little story ends with a wry, 


$2.50 


Putnam 


Intensely interesting for scientist and nature lover alike, gathering to- 
gether much that has hitherto been available in scattered sources. 


Max 


Clear and simple, 


Not confined to winter data, but including life spans of 


Includes insects, fresh water sponges, hydras, flatworms, planarians, 
rotifers, freshwater bryozoans, crustaceans, spiders, snails, salamanders, frogs, toads, 
For libraries, schools, nature shelves. 


MILITARY STRENGTH OF THE POWERS 


Werner takes up the war potentials of each country, - man power, economic 
resources, extent of militarization and armament (Russia, Germany, France, Great 


$3.50 


Modern Age 


He analyzes sea and air forces, land 
And he 


concedes, and seems to prove his point, that Russia outweighs them all, and that she 
swings the balance of European and Asiatic supremacy according to the side with which 
He occasionally contradicts himself; his bias is evident; but many 


she joins forces. 
of his facts seem incontrovertible, based on research, primary sources, etc. 
reading, but worth the struggle. 





Not easy 


$ .95 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Beard, D. C. - HARDLY A MAN IS NOW ALIVE - from 7/28 to 9/8 
Kluckholn, F. Le - THE MEXICAN CHALLENGE - from 8/18 to 7/28 
Wodehouse, P. G. - UNCLE FRED IN THE SPRINGTIME - from 8/4 to 8/18 


Harper 


Borsodi, Baker & Wilson -— AGRICULTURE AND MODERN LIFE - Definite date 8/10 
Doten & Boulard ~ FASHION DRAWING - from 7/6 to 8/24 

Engstrand, S. D. - THEY SOUGHT FOR PARADISE - from August ? to 10/4 
Goslin, Re & O. DON'T KILL THE GOOSE - postponed to 7/20 

Kalashnikoff, N. - THEY THAT TAKE THE SWORD - from 6/22 tc 9/6 

Niefeld, M.R. - PERSONAL FINANCE COMES OF AGE - from 6/22 to 7/20 

Perry, J. Re - STARK SUMMER - from August ? to 9/6 

Taylor & Lunn - THE DAY BY DAY COOK BOOK - Definite date 9/6 

Toulmin, He A+, Jr. — PATENTS AND PUBLIC INTEREST - from June to 7/20 
Vandercook, J. We - KING CANE - Definite date 9/6 


Little, 


Brown 


Albee, W. & Beardsley - KANGUK - Price from $2.50 to $2.00 
Boyle, Kay — THE YOUNGEST CAMEL — Price from $2.50 to $2.00 


Morrow 


Dunn, Elisabeth - THE MOON TO PLAY WITH - from 9/27 to 9/22 





Simon & Schuster 


Blake, William - THE PAINTER AND THE LADY —- from 7/12 to 8/4 
Fadiman, C., Ed. - I BELIEVE - from 7/25 to 8/? 


Stokes 


Scheinfeld, A. - YOU AND HEREDITY - from ?? to 9/1. September Book of the 


August 


August 


August 


August 
August 


August 








10 


11 


14 


Month Club Selection 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR--AUGUST 1st TQ 15th 


Coxe, G. He ~- MURDER FOR THE ASKING (Xnopf) 

Lewis, Flannery - ABEL DAYTON (Macmillan) 

Mann, Heinrich - HENRY KING OF FRANCE (Knopf) 

McGehee, Thomasine - JOURNEY PROUD (Macmillan) 

Vestal, Stanley - THE OLD SANTA FE TRAIL (Houghton,Mifflin) 


Fetta, Emma Lou - MURDER IN STYLE (Doubleday, Doran) 


Benes, Eduard ~ DEMOCRACY TODAY AND TOMORROW (Macmillan) 
Soule, George - SIDNEY HILLMAN (Macmillan) 


Kelland, C. B. — ARIZONA (Harper) 
Boutell, Anita — DEATH HAS A PAST (Putnam) 


Heyward, Du Bose - STAR SPANGLED VIRGIN (Farrar & Rinehart) 
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